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السﻼم عليكم ورحمة ﷲ وبركاته
May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be with you.
Dear Seven Skies Families,
“Life is a test.”
Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some
loss in goods and lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings
to those who patiently persevere; who say, when afflicted with
calamity: “To Allah we belong and to Him is our return.”
Al Qur’an, 2: 155 -156
It was definitely a dramatic and nerve-wracking end to Term 1. The
worst floods in recent years in Malaysia was triggered by days of
heavy rain and rivers overflowing their banks. More than 70,000
people were displaced from their homes, with at least 46 recorded
deaths to date. The meteorological department has also issued a
warning that thunderstorms and heavy rains will likely to continue
during the monsoon season until February next year.
Water level in some areas reached as high as five meters when
flooding was at its worst. Worst-hit areas saw many stranded in their
homes with barely any food for days, before being evacuated on
boats in rescue operations. Thousands of emergency workers and
military personnel were deployed to assist with search and rescue
operations. Volunteers have also selflessly stepped in to provide food
and boats for rescue efforts.
Global warming has been linked to these worsening floods because a
warmer atmosphere holds more water, and climate change increases
the risk and intensity of flooding from extreme rainfall. An activist has
estimated that losses could amount to at least RM20 billion. This is
based on estimates of damage to households and private property,
and damage sustained by businesses and industries including the
destruction of shops, warehouses and factories.

KEY DATES
New Year’s Day
1 January

Term 2 Commences
3 January

2nd Parent-Teacher Meet
8 January

Tarbiyah Modesty Workshop
12 January

Social Theme Week
17 – 21 January

Thaipusam
18 January

English Public Speaking (Secondary)
26 & 27 January

Please take note that all dates are correct at the
time of printing but may change because of
unforeseen circumstances. It is therefore best to
always refer to the school portal for the most
updated school calendar.

Let us all help wherever we can and hope that our prayers will alleviate the suffering of the victims and provide some
relief. We must continue to remember that Allah will never abandon those who trust Him. InsyaAllah.
Please be advised that Term 2 will start on Monday, 3 January 2022 as scheduled. We have sought clarification from
the district education office and have received confirmation that the delayed start, reported in the media, is applicable
only to the government schools as quite a number are being used as flood evacuation centres.

Now on to some better news to end Term 1 and 2021. The months just flew by. It was only four short months ago
when we started the new academic year. It is therefore very difficult to believe that we have not only ended the first
term of the current academic year, but we are also only just a few days away from the end of 2021.
December proved to be a quick month. Many exciting events and, more importantly, new learning have taken place
since 1 September when Term 1 commenced. Upon a short reflection, I believe that we have done good in the first
term of the school year and we will continue to build on these achievements.
Thank you for your fullest cooperation in adhering to the instructions and SOPs mandated by the Ministries of Health
(MOH) and Education (MOE) on the reopening of schools. This is crucial for us to ensure that the safeguarding and
wellbeing of all our students and staff in school are maintained. At the current moment, we are still strictly to adhere
to the only 50% physical students in school policy.
With the opening of schools and the implementation of hybrid learning in Malaysia, the ‘new normal’ looks like it is
here to stay, at least for a while. There can be no denying that this mix of online and traditional classroom learning
will now be a main feature in the provision of continuous education. This system may not be favoured by some but it
has proven itself to be the most efficient method for the time being.
Hybrid learning has allowed our children to learn how to effectively switch between online and on-site modes. Though
half of the students are on Zoom and the other half in class, the interchange of energy and ideas from both online and
on-site students can be a welcome boost to the teachers, as the school day will end with an energised satisfaction and
a different sense of completion. This is also precisely why parents need to work with the teachers and the school to
ensure this continues to happen.
As announced in the previous newsletter, we are shortening the rotation cycle to every week to give all students the
opportunity to spend more time on campus from next term. This will also facilitate better engagement and the
efficient provision of hybrid learning for all our students, both in school and at home. Similarly, parents will find it
easier to manage their children’s school routines too.
It is never enough that we stress again that students must dutifully join lessons, complete and hand in all the assigned
work. Incomplete work and non-submission of assigned work will affect the overall academic performance of a
student. Students who are studying online will be marked as present, and under remote learning.
Students from Week A will study on site from Monday, 3 January till Friday, 7 January 2022, whereas students from
Week B from Monday, 10 January till Friday, 14 January 2022. On-site attendance will alternate as such until further
notice.
Our health and safety SOPs have also been updated to ensure that the health and safety of every member of the
school community are further enhanced. As like all school personnel, students must get tested on Saturday, 1 January
2022 and their results presented to the school management before they can return on site. Results of your child’s
test are to be sent to admin@sevenskies.edu.my, latest by Sunday, 2 January 2022 before 6:00 p.m.
As announced previously, there will be weekly testing in schools as part of the wider National COVID-19 Testing
Strategy (NTS). It will be carried out on a rotational basis and as a precautionary measure.
We must continue to emphasise that our SOPs are rigorous and in line with what has been suggested by the
authorities. Parents will continue to be kept informed so that they can make the right decision whether it will be onsite or online learning for their children.

2021 has been another ‘memorable’ year. Just like 2020, it will be another year which we would like to forget soon
too but there were a lot of learning to be done too. It began with much hope but shuddered to a halt. We have yet
again not escaped unscathed personally or professionally. It was in fact more brutal and harder than 2020. The war
on the COVID-19 pandemic still wages on despite the vaccines. It is something that we will all still have to deal with in
the coming years.
This pandemic has stressed all of us in every aspect of our daily lives. Challenges however come along with
opportunities. How we transition is under our control. It has continued to provide us with the opportunity to rethink
about all aspects of what we, as educators, can do differently. It has allowed us to examine how we can take advantage
of technology to be more flexible in meeting the needs of every student during these challenging times.
These past four months may have not been what we have planned for. Even so, our school community faced the
challenges with courage and resilience – for that strength which I am grateful for; and also, for the creativity that has
been exemplary which all of us have displayed in sustaining learning remotely (and on site).
We may have been challenged but it has also offered us new opportunities. What is more important is that we have
responded to the best of our ability and in the best interest of our children.
A survival mindset is necessary but we must not stay too long. We must continue to stay safe, pivot and grow. We
must move back to a growth mindset and plan our resurgence. We must take heed that nothing can take away the
need for, and the value of, personal connections. These connections are so vital to create more conducive classroom
environments for learning, and to meet our students' developmental, emotional and academic needs.
As we come to the end of yet another exceptional and often challenging term, I would like to take this moment to
thank everyone in the school community again – the administrators, faculty, support staff, parents and students – who
have pulled together to help our students and families, and each other. Thank you for your willingness to change
direction at almost a moment’s notice, literally.
I can think of no better example of what it means to have “Character Before Excellence”. For that, I am beyond grateful.
Let us continue to exhibit these strengths for our children.
As we edge closer to another new calendar year, let us reflect on all that has happened or befallen us. Let us continue
to be thankful for all the good that we have been receiving and also learn from the misfortunes.
Most importantly, let us continue to show our compassion for our fellow humans, regardless of race, creed or colour.
If you have any questions regarding school policies, programmes, events and/or activities, please feel free to contact
the department heads, Mr Ala’ Maali or myself.
You will also find this document via the:
▪ School Website : http://sevenskies.edu.my/
▪ School Portal : https://sevenskiesportal.edu.my/
Continue to be kind to one another.
Jazakallah khayr.
Yours truly,

Academic Department – Mr Ala’ Sharif Mohammad Maali
End of Term 1 Assessment
At Seven Skies, we believe that effective assessment lies at the heart of teaching and learning and is integral in securing
student progress. All forms of assessment which take place in school are designed to ensure that all children make
excellent progress whilst taking account of their individual needs, irrespective of their starting points.
The aims and objectives of assessment in our school are to:
▪ enable children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their work;
▪ allow teachers to use assessment effectively and accurately every day in order to plan and scaffold learning
appropriately so that all children make excellent individual progress;
▪ help children understand what they need to do next to improve their work and make progress;
▪ allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child; and
▪ provide regular information for parents/carers that enables them to support their child’s learning.
We believe that every child can achieve the best of their ability and our teachers will continue to strive to ensure that
the children get the right support to make the needed progress, against the targets set in the curriculum objectives
for their year group. Our target is also that the vast majority of children, if not all, will have a deep level of
understanding of learning in each subject.
We expect nearly all children to be working towards achieving their end of term/year expectations throughout the
term/year. Our expectation of all teachers is that they will use assessment effectively and accurately, every day, to
ensure that the correct scaffolding is built into lessons to ensure that all children achieve an appropriate level and
depth.
SSI Tracking Student Progress
We assess children against the UK National Curriculum for the primary students and Cambridge Curriculum for the
secondary student. We have a robust assessment system, based on yearly curriculum objectives, which tracks and
monitors students’ progress across the school using ALMA.
At SSIS, we use formative assessment on a daily basis as we believe it is an integral part of teaching and learning. It
helps children to measure their own strengths and areas for development. It allows teachers to understand pupil
performance on a continuous basis. Formative assessment enables teachers to identify when students are struggling,
when they have consolidated learning and when they are ready to progress, and therefore plan and adapt lessons
accordingly.
Reporting to Parents – Parent-Teacher Meet
Children’s progress and attainment are communicated to parents/carers during parent-teacher meetings, held three
times a year.
During the end of an academic term, parents are given a written report of their child’s progress and achievements
during the term. In the report, target areas are identified for the next term/school year. Parents are encouraged to
contact the school if they have concerns about their child’s progress.
Please be advised that the second Parent Teacher meeting will be held on Saturday, 8 January 2022. Our teachers
are well prepared to welcome and share with you the feedback and the next target level for each child. More
information will be sent by , the principal, Mr Djohann Iskandar Kwan.

Kindergarten Spelling Bee Competition: Round 1 (15 & 16 December 2021)
Speaking and listening are the first communication skills the children will
develop before they begin their reading and writing journey. These will be
ongoing processes as they are growing up. Encouraging lots of talk at home
and school as part of everyday life will help support the children’s own
vocabulary and conversation skills.
During these phases, children learn how to listen carefully to identify the
sounds they can hear within simple words and practice recognising
and forming letters which make these spoken words. Meanwhile,
phonics is the journey of learning to read, write and spell.
Organising a Spelling Bee competition and encouraging our children to
enter can result in quite a few benefits. Spelling Bees not only provide
valuable educational experiences for our children but also allow them to
engage in healthy competition.
Among the benefits from this fun activity are: Learning Grammar
It does not merely involve rote learning of new words but is a comprehensive learning process that allows children to
learn the definition, pronunciation and roots of the word.
Enhancing Vocabulary
The children gain competency over vocabulary and this allows them to excel at reading and writing. The ability to
understand more words will allow our children to become literate and enjoy reading an extensive range of materials.
Competitive Spirit
Our children compete in a supportive environment where students are encouraged to interact with fellow participants
(friends) and cultivate stronger friendships.
Greater Knowledge
Learning words can get our children interested and greatly enhance their knowledge base even at a very young age,
and motivate them to develop a keen interest in learning new words.
Cognitive Skills
It will allow our children to develop a range of cognitive skills including the ability to handle pressure. It is likely to also
enhance our children's memory and allow our children to develop better learning skills.
Confidence
Our children's confidence level is usually boosted which helps them gain the confidence they need to speak in public
and accept their mistakes, while also getting the applause their hard work deserves.
Even if the child does not win, it is important to remember that a spelling bee competition can result in a range of
benefits ranging from higher confidence to better vocabulary. A treasure hunt was also organised for both the nursery
and reception children to further enhance their learning skills.
Our young ones learnt a lot from the first round and are eagerly awaiting the second round which will take place on
23 and 24 March 2022. The grand finale will be held from 18 till 20 May 2022.

Academic Snapshots
Mathematics
Grade 1
Quite a few professions rely on measurement – from shopkeepers, to engineers, to doctors determining doses of
medicine for their patients. Measurement is a necessary skill throughout all walks of life. Therefore, it is important
that children form an early understanding of the concept of measurement, and the units they use to measure with.
Money is also an important form of measurement. Teaching kids about money when they are still young lays the
foundation for responsible money management later in life. Emphasis on the importance of financial
literacy encourages children to spend and save thoughtfully. They will also develop a healthy perspective on money.
Trips to the bank, store or the ATM machine can be a perfect opening for a discussion with children about how we use
money. Simulations in the classroom is a great way to expose children to the topic. The students learnt to purchase
items at a stationery shop and also to purchase stamps to send a letter at the post office.
As children grow and start to make choices, they will learn that people, things and money have value. These concepts
form the foundation for understanding the importance of spending, sharing and saving.
Week 13 saw our Grade 1 students learning the importance of money, why money is needed and, more importantly,
the differences between needs and wants. They were also taught to recognise the various denomination on the
Malaysian currency and how to manage money wisely.

Grade 3
Under the topic of Measurement too, the students from Grade 3 learnt that volume and capacity are properties of
three-dimensional objects. Volume is the space that a three-dimensional object occupies or contains; capacity, on the
other hand, is the property of a container and describes how much a container can hold.
The students also learnt that capacity is the total amount of fluid that can be contained in a container, and that it is
the keyword they will use when they are measuring liquids.
In this activity, the students were introduced the term 'capacity'. They looked at the different capacities of the
containers and discussed how many of the informal units could fit inside the spaces. They learnt that capacity is a
measure of how much something can hold, before it becomes full.
They carried out activities to measure liquid using a beaker and a measuring cup; convert the unit litre to millilitre and
vice-versa. The third graders also observed how many litres or millilitres of a cup and a jar can hold. They learnt that a
millilitre is the volume of one cubic centimetre. A thousand millilitres is equal to a litre.
Most importantly, the students also learnt how much water is needed to stay well hydrated daily.

Science
Grade 4
The students learnt all about the changing of sounds in this topic. They discovered that sounds travel to their ears as
sound waves – vibrations in the air. These waves are generated by the vibration or movement of an object in a medium.
They most commonly reach us by traveling via the air, although they can pass through liquids and solids too – that is
why they can hear things underwater or if they press their ears up against a wall.
They also learnt that a vibrating object, such as a tuning fork, generates a sound wave. The fork’s vibrations cause the
air particles around it to vibrate at the same frequency. These air particles bump into the air particles around them,
and the sound wave propagates outward from the tuning fork.
The students then made their own guitars and explored how frequency changes the pitch of the sound. They found
out that when a guitarist plucks a guitar string, it vibrates at a specific frequency which determines the pitch of the
sound they hear. Faster vibrations produce higher-pitched sounds. In the end, they understood that the length,
thickness and tightness of a string affects its pitch.

English
Grade 4
Project Suitcase saw the children identifying their audience or the purpose of writing and to select the most
appropriate form to write.
Christophe’s Story helped the students understand the circumstances surrounding the plight of refugees and to
develop humanity and empathy towards the less fortunate. The students’ task, in the role of a refugee, was to write a
letter to provide a backstory to the situation he/she is in and to deliver great background information of their journey.

Grade 5
World War II Scrapbook Project also saw the children identifying their audience or the purpose of writing and to select
the most appropriate form to write.
This project made the students understand a little bit more about world history and how the war had affected civilian
life. Their task was to write a personal letter or a diary entry based on historical facts. Students did an 'Escape Room
Quest' task and selected a topic of their choice to incorporate in their scrapbook.

ICT
Grade 5
In Vector Drawing, students found out that the vector images are made up of shapes. They learnt how to use the
different drawing tools and how images are created in layers. They also explored the ways in which images could be
grouped and duplicated. This concept helped the students create more complex pieces of work.
Throughout these lessons, students used Google Drawing app to create various vector drawings. Other alternative
software such as MS Paint was also explored and used to create their artwork.

Grade 6
The students developed their knowledge and understanding of using a computer to produce 3D models in their lesson
on 3D Modeling. They initially familiarised themselves with working in a 3D space, including combining 3D objects to
make a house and examining the differences between working digitally with 2D and 3D graphics.
They eventually progressed to making accurate 3D models of physical objects, such as a pencil holder, which include
using 3D objects as placeholders. Finally, students examined the need to group 3D objects, then went on to plan,
develop and evaluate their own 3D model of a photo frame and other designs. The students used Tinkercad to create
their 3D models.

Character Development Department – Ms Rameesa Sherfudeen
CD Boot Camp: Renew-Reconnect-Refresh (20 - 22 December 2021)
Life during the COVID-19 pandemic is difficult for everyone alike.
When COVID-19 restrictions ease, students and educators must adapt
and prepare for a return to schools, and at the same time manage
their own transition and anxiety.
Going back to school will likely look a little different from what we and
our children were used to before. It is possible that schools may
reopen for a period of time and then a decision may be made to close
them again temporarily, depending on the local context. Because of
the evolving situation, we will need to be flexible and ready to adapt
to help keep every child safe.
The recent events will likely have had substantial impacts on students’
mental health. Anxious students will likely need some initial
assurance from trusted adults and teachers that returning to school
is okay and as educators, it is important to listen to students’ concerns
and, even if the emotions are extreme, express understanding and
empathy. Letting them know that we understand and appreciate
their perspective will help open up a dialogue for problem solving.
With these thoughts in mind, this academic year’s CD Boot Camp focused on the 3R’s to:
Renew their thoughts and intentions;
Reconnect with their peers under the new normal; and
Refresh and strengthen their mindset after prolonged social isolation.
The three-day event saw participation from students both online and on site: Grade 1 – 3 on 20 December, Grade 4 –
6 on 21 December and Grade 7 – 9 on 22 December. Below are brief explanations of the activities carried out during
the boot camp:
▪ Changing the mindset and renewing intentions
Changing their thoughts is an important part of adopting a growth mindset culture. Negative thought patterns
are very challenging to break. Sharing strategies on how to identify negative thought patterns, negative
thoughts, and/or irrational thoughts and how to challenge these thoughts.
▪ Empathy
Explored with students some of the potential barriers to empathy, like stereotypes, stress, or fears of social
consequences and share specific strategies to overcome them.
▪ Ring Paper Chain of Kindness
An open-ended emotional intelligence activity where we could recognise each other’s kindness or others,
specifically during social isolation and acknowledges them.
▪ Letter of Gratitude
Continuum from the third activity – expressing their gratitude for the act of kindness, rather than just
acknowledging them.

Islamic Department – Ustaz Ahmad Kamaldeen
Arabic Spelling Bee – Finals (3 December 2021)
The Arabic Spelling Bee Competition which began with the preliminary stages on Monday, 22 November 2021
culminated with the finals on 3 December 2021. Alhamdulillah, 50 students from Grades 1 to 10 qualified for the final
stage of the competition.
18 students finally emerged victorious in their respective categories. A big congratulations to all the students who
have participated in this year’s competition and kudos to those who have made it to the final stage of this amazing
competition. We ask Allah S.W.T. to continue to bless them all and make this great experience a beneficial one in their
pursuit of learning the Arabic language.
The complete list of the eventual winners are as follows: Grade 1
Maryam Muhammad Bahaaeldin Shaker – 1st Place
Akbari Adam Zayn Aminuddin – 2nd Place
Muhammad Harith Hazim Hassan Ali – 3rd Place
Grade 2
Rahma Mukhtar – 1st Place
Daniyal Zimraan Mustaffa Kamal – 2nd Place
Syed Muhammad Haris Mansoor – 3rd Place
Grade 3 – 4
Adam Wa’ie Mohamad Alqamah – 1st Place
Abid Abqary Anuar Fazrin – 2nd Place
Alayna Safeerah Nurjenna – 3rd Place
Grade 5 – 6
Danish Ziyaad Mustaffa Kamal – 1st Place
Raihaan Bin Saamee – 2nd Place
Hannah Mysara Binti Fakhriazdha – 3rd Place
Grade 7 – 9
Nik Aiman Hakim Bin Nik Azhar – 1st Place
Mohammad Rayyan Bin Habeebullah – 2nd Place
Ayman Habib Ar Rasul – 3rd Place
Grade 10
Zoha Habeebullah – 1st Place
Kamilia Rafiq Pereira – 2nd Place
Abdullah Gohar – 3rd Place

100 Muslim Heroes
Ibn Battuta: The Explorer – December

Ibn Battuta is famously known as al-Rahhala which means the traveler. He is celebrated in Islamic history for his
amazing storytelling in his memoirs that he dictated in Morocco after settling in his city after years and years of travels
and adventures.
Born in Tangier, Morocco, Ibn Battuta came of age in a family of Islamic judges. In 1325, at age 21, he left his homeland
for the Middle East. He intended to complete his hajj Mecca—but he also wished to study Islamic law along the way.
“I set out alone,” he later remembered, “having neither fellow-traveler in whose companionship I might find cheer,
nor caravan whose party I might join, but swayed by an overmastering impulse within me and a desire long-cherished
in my bosom to visit these illustrious sanctuaries.”
Ibn Battuta began his journey riding solo on a donkey, but soon linked up with a pilgrim caravan as it snaked its way
east across North Africa. The route was rugged and bandit infested, and the young traveler soon developed a fever so
severe that he was forced to tie himself to his saddle to avoid collapsing.
Ibn Battuta traveled 75,000 miles and visited 44 modern countries.
What did our students learn throughout this month?






The early life of Ibn Battuta
The meaning of being Qadi in Islam
The geography, culture and politics of the Muslim world during the 14 th century
A practical example of determination and tawakkul
The contribution of Muslims to science and geography

Quran Memorisation – Revision
As we approach the end of the term, it is important that all students are reminded to revise their Qur’an during the
term break on a day-to-day basis as this will help them reinforce and retain all what they have learnt during the first
term.

The prophet S.A.W. has reminded us in numerous sayings about the need for every memoriser of the Qur'an to always
revise the Qur'an as forgetting it after having memorised is tantamount to a total negligence of the word of Allah. May
Allah ease our affairs.
Hence, all students are advised to spend at least 30 minutes to read and revise a minimum of half a page every day
during their entire break.
e-ilm Institute
e-ilm Institute, an initiative of Seven Skies International School, aims to
provide and instil rich Islamic values into the hearts of young Muslims.
The Institute offers three different programmes, which are all presented
in the form of streams:
1. In-School Hour Programme
2. Online Quran Ijazah Programme
3. Weekend Madrasah
The intensive Online Quran Ijazah Programme, which runs for 3.5 years
inclusive of khatam Al-Qur'an (6 months), will be launched first. This
programme, which commences on 3rd January 2022 is suitable for
children and youths aged 7 – 20 years.
This is a golden opportunity to khatam the Qur’an and become a haafidh
with a sanad (chain of transmission) leading to the prophet S.A.W.
Sign up immediately to benefit from the limited special launching fees offer with just RM 370.00 per month for the
next 7 months. This offer is limited to the first 30 sign-ups (with the necessary complete payment) only.
Seven Skies students will enjoy further discounts.
Learn More - http://e-ilm.sevenskies.edu.my/
Email your interest at e-ilm@sevenskies.edu.my
WhatsApp: +6013 679 9773
Call: +603 7734 7474
Jazaakumullah khayra.

Note:
This monthly newsletter will update parents on the happenings in the school, and can also be found on the school website.

